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Time for Truth on Cuba

1T WAS CLEAR from the start that the
.attempted invasion of Cuba at the Bay of
-Pigs in April of 1961 was a disaster for
the United States. Tt was clear, too, that
while the invasion force was made up of
Cuban exiles, the 1L.S. government played
- ‘a big part in the whole affuir.

But the dimensions of the U.S. role and
“the responsibility for allowing the invasion
10 become a fiasco have been hidden be-
hind a screen of secrecy. The Kennedy
- administration cbviousiy hoped that with
time the bittec nemory would fade away.

It was a ferborn hope. Little by lirtle,
new pieces of tue puzzle have turned up.
People who fad a part in the planning
or operatior-} -and there scems to be an
cxtraordmax){ aumber of them --are he-
Cgmonng to. i 5.

Some w../d erpects of this tragic fumble
have coref 1. Ught, along with plaring con-
tradictinfs Czutrary to Robert Kennedy's
assertiz J 1381 Lo Americans were killed in
- the “p2viog, we learned only recently that
fouor /747 pilots were killed over Cuba.
Neaf it s, isclosed that at least five pilots
rocg) e grzm the Alalvama Air National

Gujro i34 vinile training Cubans or flying
‘,»*, v r,‘}

‘T b Aatisfactory expianation
1.1 ‘l';;!_ Mayconsd o depnive the Cuban
cabls cowra! The <hadowy role
i t '_"1;"- ' Cace Ageney o re-
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(h‘(mvc [hl vact.an people. _ A

cruiting Americans and in plannmg and or-.
ganizing the abortive expedition becomes
more confusing with cach new revelation.

This is a potentiallv explosive issue,
involving the good faith of the administra-

tion and the trust of the American people.
The people have known all along that they

were not told the whole truth and. for
reasons of security have been willing to
settle for less.

The question now, however, becomes
one of whether even the meager details
they were told were the truth, And security,
after this length of time, can no longer be
a solid excuse. Castro and his agents, and
the Russians as well, know a great deal
more about the Bay of Pigs than the Ameri-
can people do.

There is some cxcuse for toning down

“loose talk™ about the present intelligence -

operations in Cuba, as called for by Rep.
George Mahon (D-Tex.). But it is not likely
that spelling out the true story of the 1961

invasion woili compromise current efforts

to peer hehinc the Castro curtain,

The Senate nvestigation of the Bay of
Pigs, proposcd by Sen. Dirksen (R-1IL),
could do a grest service in clearing up the
contradictions and misunderstandings that
have arisen, i hout giving away any vital
secrete, Uinlese, of ¢ourse, the vital secret
1< that the acriviisration really intends to
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